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TO MV 
Honoured Friends, 


Sir Thomas Charges, Kr Mr. Nicholas F ield, 


Joſeph Hodges, Eſq; Thomas Batſon, Gent. 
Mr. Samuel Hayward, William Timms Gent. 
Mr. Samuel Palmer, (Mr. Robert Hulls, 


STEWARDS: 


Gentlemen, 


INC E at Jour Kt alone, this 
8 plain Diſcourſe ventures into the World ; 
it as but Juſticr you ſhould take it into your 
Protection. The Subje& and Des zn of it, I 
am ſure, are Good; whatever the Perfor= 


mance be. And if it ſhall contribute any 
thing to the * ing that Publick iris, and 


* Laan generous 


generous Concern for the Good f Mankin 


which are ſo much wanting in rhis Ave I 
ſhall not n ms as with 
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Let no Man ſeek bis own : but every Man 
another's Wealth. 


* 


HE Deſign of the Apoſtle in theſe Words, 

is to take Men off from that ſelfiſn Prin- 
ciple, which diſpoſes them to have a re- 

gard only to their own particular Intereſt or Con- 
veniency; and to raiſe in em a more generous and 
Chriſtian Spirit and Diſpoſition to ſtudy the Bene- 
fit and Satisfaction of others, as well as their own. 
The particular Occaſion upon which this Precept 
was given, was a famous Queſtion that was ſtarted 
in the Church of Corinth, concerning the lawful- 
neſs of eating things ſacrificed to Idols; and that in 
two Caſes: Either by being a Gueſt at the Idol- 
Feaſts in their Temples; or by eating of ſuch things 
after they had been bought publickly in the Mar- 
kets; or when they ert ſet before them at any pri- 
vate Entertainment, they might be invited to by their 
Heathen Neighbours. The firſt of theſe the Apo- 
ſtle concludes to be abfolutely finfal-and unlawful ; 
the other not to be unlawful in it ſelf; but acci- 
dentally only, in the caſe of Scandal, or of giwing 
Offence to a weaker Brother: In which caſe he directs 
them to abſtain from thoſe things; layingdown this 


\ 
as 


- 
- 


_—  — —— ĩ ˙ 2 — - - 
— - — 7 — 


ta 4 1. 


225 


pre ao to bim. But there is no neceſſity of 
reſtraining the Words to that particular Caſe, which 
may more · uſefully be confidered at large, as con- 
taining a very neceflary Rule for the general Con- 


duct and Government of our Lives. In {peaking 
to which, I ſhall confi der, | 


I. The Import and Extent of it. 

H. The feveral Ways by which we may every 
one ſeek anothers Wealth. 

III. The proper Motives to engage us to it. 


I. I am to conſider the Import and Extent of the 
Rule. Which conſiſts of two Parts: A Prohibi⸗ 
tion, not to-ſeek our own; and a poſitive Injunction 
to every one, to ſeek anothers Wealth, ; 

The firſt of theſe I ſhall ne enlarge upon; but 
ſhall only obſerve in genere, that it is very irra- 
tional to ſuppoſe it intended to farbid all manner 
of regard to a Man's ſelf, or ſo to oblige him to 

ſeek another's Good, t to take any care of his 
own. Which as it is contraty to that natural Ob- 
ligation all Men are under, to purſue their own 
Happineſs, it is not to be. imagin d God would re- 

re it of us: Since; if that were ſo, there would 


qui 
. a manifeſt * between the 1 
0 


God written in our Hearts, and that other which 
he has given us in his Word: And ſo he would 
be inconſiſtent with himſelf and command two con- 
trary things at the ſame time; which it is impoſſible 
he ſhould do. And therefore all that is intended 
by the Prohibition is no more than this, iz, That 
we muſt not mind our own things, or conſider our 
ſelves only, without any concern at all for our 
Neighbour ; nor confine our Thoughts, our De- 
ſires, our Aims and Endeavours, purely to the 
promoting our own Intereſt, without any regard 
to that of other Men; nor be backward in {ome 
caſes even to forego our own Intereſt, when it may 
de for the promoting ſome; greater or more pub- 
lick Good : It being but reaſonable that the Bene- 
fit of many ſhould be preferr d to that of a ſingle 
Perſon, and a publick Good be conſidered before 
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And having hinted thus much concerning the Ne- 
gative part of the Rule, I come now to {peak of 
1 the other part of it; that as we are not to ſeek our 
own, fo we ſhould every one be careful to ſeek and 
; | Promote anothers Wealth. i. e. We ſhould have a 
" reſpect to his Benefit as well as to our own ; and in 
x the general courſe and tendency of our Actions and 


a Converſation in the World, ſhould conſider and 
. | deſign the Intereſt and Commodity of other Perſons 
beſides our ſelves. The ſum of which Direction 
q does amoun: to theſe two things. 1. That we be 
of careful to do nothing. wilfully or knowingly, to 
1 45 B 2 N 
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- the prez judice of another, how beneficial ſoever it 


may be to our ſelves. And 2. That we be ready 
to promote his Intereſt, and to be ſerviceable to 


him according to our Capacity. 


(i.) We mult be careful to do nothing wilful: 
ly and Oy to the detriment of another, tho 
it were never ſo much to our on private advan- 


tage: I ſay wilfully and knowingly; becauſe a Man 
cannot always foreſee the Conſequences of his own 


Actions, which may ſometimes have an unhappy 
Turn to his Neighbour's Prejudice, that he never 
intended: In which Caſe he is not ſtrictly and 


properly accountable for the Injury, cee it was 


involuntary and unthought of. And accordingly 
we find the Levitical Law, did acquit a Man from 
Guilt, even in a. Caſe of the greateſt Injury that 
could be done to another, the taking away his 


Life; when this was done accidentally only, and 


not knowingly and with deſign, Dent. 19. 4, ec. 
But then this does ſuppoſe a: Matter. of pure acct- 
dent or ignorance ; for otherwiſe it will not be a 
ſufficient: Plea for any one, that he did not delign 
his Neighbour any hurt, 8 Fg he wiltully did that, 


which: upon the leaft: conſideration he could not 


but know, would, in all probability, be rejudicial 
to him. And therefore in the Caſe of the Man- 
ſlayer among the Jewe: Tho he that kill d another 
unawares, or by Chance. medly (as we term it) 
were not by. the Law chargeable with his Blood; 


8 if one Manz wilfully and purpoſely ſtruck an- 
other 


a 
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into Lewdneſs and Intemperance: While others 
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other with an Inſtrument of Iron, that be. died, or 
hit him with a Stone, or Hand-weapon of W ood; or 


with any thing elſe, that might probably Eil him, 
and he died; tho this might poſſibly be done with- 
out any intention of killing him, yet the Law 
look'd upon him as guilty of his Death, and ap- 
pointed him to be proſecuted as a Murderer, Num. 


35. 16, 17, And the Reaſon ſeems to be, bernule 


that this was ſo far a voluntary Act in him, as he 
neglected to do what he ought to have dane ; to pre- 


vent it; i. e. firſt to have thought of the damage 


his Neighbour might probably receive by it, as 
well as the gratifying his own Paſſion or Humour; 
and not have dared to do that thing, in: "which 
there were, tho but a probability of doing him a 
miſchief And as a Man may in ſome Caſes be 
thus accountable for the Injuries he does another, 
when he did not deſign them: ſo does he con- 
tract a much deeper Guilt, who does another a 
Prejudice defignedly and-on purpoſe. The World 
is come to that pals, that to ſatisſie theic Revenge, 
to have their Humour, to carry on their Projects, 
or further their own Intereſts, Men care not how 
injurious they are to others ; and nothing almoſt 
is thought unlawful, that docs but carry the 
tempting ſhew of Profit or Pleaſure along with it. 
Hence it is that we ſee ſome ſo induſtrious to cor- 
rupt Mens Minds, and debauch their Morals; to in- 
fuſe unſound Principles i into them, or trepan them 


arc. 
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are buſie in ſowing Diſſenſion, and making Diviſi- 
ons in the World. And from hence proceed all 
thoſe Murmurings and Diſputings, thoſe Slanders 
and Calumnies, thoſe unhandſome Cenſures and 
Reflections, thoſe Whiſperings and Backbitings, 
that Lying, Diſſimulation, Hy pocriſie, Oppreſſion, 
Fraud, Coſenage, and all thoſe little Arts and Me- 
thods, that tricking and deſigning Men too com- 
monly make uſe of to abuſe and impoſe upon their 
Neighbours, and bring about their own Defigns : 
All which are plainly condemned by this Rule of 
the Apoſtle, as contrary to that great End it re- 
quires us to have in view, the ſeeking the Good, 
and not the Detriment, of others. And whate- 
ver ſpecious Gloſſes Men may put upon ſuch Acti- 
ons, they can never be able to juſtifie their Inno- 
cency. The moſt they can ſay in their Defence 
(tho that can't always be ſaid) is, that it is for 
their Intereſt to do ſo: But this in reality is no 
Excuſe at all; for we are not to do Evil that Good 
may come. What is in its own nature ſinful and 
unlawful, as all Acts of Injuſtice, Cruelty, Oppreſ- 
ſion, Oc. are, no Conſideration whatever can make 
allowbl e and good ; and, let the Temptation be 
what it will, we muſtnot venture upon any Action 
that is plainly detrimental to another; nor do him 
an Injury, to do our ſelves a Kindneſs. But yet the 
Rule does not tie us up ſo ſtrictly, but that when 
it falls out (as ſometimes it does) that a Man's 
Intereſt does ſo interfere with his Neighbonr's, 
ih . that 
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that one of em muſt be a Sufferer, he is, as Na- 
ture directs him, to look firſt at home, and take 
care of himſelf: Except when the Detriment he 
is like to receive, is but {mall and inconſiderable, 
in compariſon of that the other is likely to ſuffer : 
In which Caſe, it his Circumſtances will bear it, 
Charity does require he ſhould be contented to un- 
dergo a ſmall damage, for the preventing a much 
greater to his Neighbour. - 

(.) As we are not wiltully to do any thing to 
the prejudice of another: So muſt we, on the con- 
tray, be careful to ſeek his Wealth or Benefit, and 
to be as uſeful in the World as we can. And for 
this purpoſe it is requiſite, that we qualifie our 
{elves to our Power for being ſerviceable to others : 
and then that we exert the Gifts and Qualifications 
we are Maſters of, to their uſe and benefit. 

[I. ] We are requir'd to qualifie our ſelves ac- 
cording to our Ability, for being uſeful and bene- 
ficial to others: which muſt be done by cultiva- 
ting and improving our Minds; and by taking 

caxe of the Health of our Bodies, and keeping them 

in a fitting condition for performing good and pro- 
fitable Actions to Mankind. 2 

I we would be ſerviceable to others, it is ne- 

ceſſary, 1 ſay, for this purpoſe, to cultivate and 

improve our Minds: For we come into the World 
raw and unexperienc d, rough and unpoliſned; 
and have much work to do, to prepare and fit our 
ſelves, as we ſhould be, for doing good. e 
3 | IONS 
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ſions are to be regulated and brought into order; 
the Principles of Love and Humanity to be rowsd 
and ſtirr'd up; Anger, Revenge, Malice, Hatred, 
III-will, Pride, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, and all 
ſuch like evil Diſpoſitions, which do mightily in- 
diſpoſe us for being kind and uſeful to one ano- 
ther, to be brought under and ſubdu'd; and all the 
Powers and Faculties of the Mind to be betterd 
and improv'd. Unleſs this be done, we ſhall by 
degrees grow perfectly uſeleſs and infignificant in 
the World. The very natural Notions we have 
of Things, if they are not carefully look d after, 
will either dwindle into a mere Stupidity, or de- 
generate into idle and impertinent Fancies. With- 
out due Cultivation, the Mind of Man, like the 
Field of the Sluggard, Prov. 24. 31. will ſoon be 
o er- run with Thorus and Neitles; with evil 
Thoughts and corrupt Principles: And he that 
might otherwiſe be capable of doing mighty Ser- 
vice to Mankind, by neglecting himſelf, will be- 
come unprofitable, at leaſt, if not hurtful and pre- 
judicial to them. So that to fit our ſelves for pro- 
moting the Wealth of others, it is neceſſary by all 
proper Methods, by Reading, by Meditation, by 

Reſſection, by good Converſation and Diſcourſe, Oc. 

tofurniſh our Minds with uſeful Knowledge, and 

to be continually improving the natural Endow- 
ments God has bleſs'd us with. The more we grow 
in Virtue and Knowledge, the more diſpoſed and 
enabled ſhall we be to do good. And there is 
81011 . hardly 


4 1 I | 


7 


hardly any Man ſo ſtupid, but he has ſome degree 

of Reaſon in him capable of improvement; nor 

does any Condition of Life ſo ſtraitly confine a 
Man, as to take from him the liberty of thinking 
and reflecting, and thereby of growing wiſer and 
better. He that holde the Plough, and glories in the 
Goad, as the Son of Sirach expreſſes it, Eccluc. 38. 
25. one in the loweſt and moſt ſervile Circum- 
ſtances, tho he have not perhaps Time and Learning 
| enough for reading Books; yet hath both Capaci- 
ty and Opportunity for reading Men and Things, 
and making ſeveral uſeful Obſervations, for the 
Information of himſelf, and Benefit of others. But 
there is no excuſe for thoſe who have more Lei- 
ſure, and the advantage of a better Education, if 
they don't make a ſuitable. Improvement ; who 
ſpend their Time in Idleneſs and Vanity ; in un- 
neceſlary Diverſions and Recreations; in vain and 
inſipid Converſation ; and in Things that cannot 
profit; without any regard to thoſe Things, that 
may ſerve to better their Minds, and render them 
uſeful 1 in their Generation. n ; 
And as our Minds are to be thus carefully im- 

prov d: ſo to make us further ſerviceable to = Anat 
we muſt take care of our Bodies too; to keep them 
in health and vigour, and in a fitting condition to 
do good in the World. For by reaſon of that 
| lo and intimate Union there is between them, 
3 7 Body has a mighty influence upon the Mind, 
C to 


6 
to obſtruct and hinder its Operations, and ſome- 
times to render it perfectly uſeleſs; as in the caſe 
of Diſtraction. And as the Acts of Kindneſs we 
do for one another, are moſtly performed by the 
Bodily Organs lo when the Body is diſordered. 


and out of tune, thoſe Actions mult ceale of courſe; 


or at leaſt we ſhall not be in a capacity of doing 
lo much good, as otherwiſe we might do. And 
therefore he that neglects his Health; or by Luxu- 
ry, Intemperance, Debauchery, or by any other 


way, is acceſſary to the ruine of it; is not only 


injurious to himielt, but to others allo, who by 
that means loſe the benefit of that Service and Aſ- 
ſiſtance, they might otherwiſe have from him. But 
it will ſignifie little to any one, that we have it 
in our Power to aſſiſt him, unleſs we be allo ready 
actually to do ſo: And therefore 


2. ] We are further required to exert the Gifts 


lifications we are Maſters of, to the uſe and 


- 


and Qua 


benefit of others. We are not to bury our Ta- 


lents, on ſuffer, em to Jie idle; no more than we 
are to abuſe em to bad Purpoſes : but to employ 
them, next to God's Glory, for the Good and 


Advantage of Mankind. We are to conſider and 
ſtudy how we, may be moſt ſerviceable to the 


World; which, way we may Jay out our ſelves 
to the beſt Advantage, and do the moſt Good. This 
is the End of all the Attainments and Qualifications 
God has bleſs' d us with, and the Uſe we ſhould ' 
ae 5, 8 — mar 
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put them to. And indeed the chiefeſt Benefit we 
receive from them 1 is the Opportunity they afford 
us of being uſeful and profitable to others God 

has thought fit ſo to order the State of Mankind in 
this World, that no Man can ſubſiſt of himſelf, but 
ſtands in need of the Help and Aſſiſtance of other : 
Men; and ſo variouſly to diſpenſe his Gifts to all 
Men, that every one may ſome way or other be 
particularly uſeful to another, And the hiding ut 
Gifts, or not communicating em to the Benefit of 
our Neighbour, is a piece of Wrong and Injuſtice 
to him, a with-holding our Service from him to 
whom it is due; ; as well as a manifeſt abuſe of tlie 
Divine Favours. Thus have 1 conſi dered at large 
the Import and Extent of the Duty; ; and come 
now, 
II. To the next thing that falls under our Con- 
„ fideration, which is, the ſeveral ways of diſcharg- 
1 ing it ; or by which we may protnote the Wealth 
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of others. And this may be beſt feen, by conſi- 
dering our ſelves in the ſeveral Relations we ſtand 
p in to others, as Men, as Chriſtians, as Country- 
| men, or as private Friends and: Neighbours : In eve- 
i | ry one of which Relations, there are particular 
2 | ways of being uſeful in the World. 
g r.) Conſidered as Men, we are to ſeek the 
Good of Mankind in general ; which may be done 
% | by inventing, encouraging, and turthering uſeful 
4 Arts [rm Projects; by propagating Virtue and 


Ty ; C'2 Know- 


112 J 
wise ; by publiſhing wholeſome Rules and 
Maxims, for the Happineſs and Well- being of 
Humane Society; by making and communicating 
uſeful Experiments and Obſervations; or by any 
other means by which Mankind may be benefitted, 
and the World grow wiſer and better. And this 
is properly the Buſi neſs of Scholars, and Men of 
Thought and Reaſon ; who-ought to employ their 
Parts and Learning to this good End: Tho! Per- 
ſons of meaner Abilities alle o may ſometimes have 
it in their Power, to throw ſomething into this 


. 
common Treaſury, and to contribute to the gene 


ral Good of Mankind. 

(2. ) Conſidering our ſelves in a Religious Ca- 
pacity, as Chriſtians; we are to ſeek the Welfare 
of others, by promoting Religion in general, and 
the Intereſt. of that particular Church of which we 
are Members. 

The way to promote Mio, is by. main- 
taining and defending the Truth, and Principles of 
it; by being zealous in its Cauſe, and conſtant and 
couragious in profeſſing it; by diſputing and ar- 
guing for it, and anſwering the Slanders and Ca- 
lumnies of i its Adverſarics : by reſiſting all malici- 
ous Attempts of Prophane and Atheiſtical Men to 
ridicuſe and run it down; by withſtanding and 
confuting, to our Power, all Hereſies and Errors 
that may ſtart up; and oppoſing every thing that 
is contrary to the Truth, or deſtructive of the Fun- 

damen- 
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damentals of it. And above all, by a diligent 
walking accorghg to its Rules, and by a hearty 
and ſincere Practice of all the Graces and Virtues 
it enjoins us, advancing the Credit and Reputati- 
on of it, and recommending it to the Practice and 
Eſteem of Mankind. This is the way to promote 
and adorn our Religion: And as far as we do 
this, ſo far do we contribute to the Good of o- 
chers; ; inaſmuch as, it is every Man's Intereſt to 
be Religious, and to embrace that Religion in par- 
ticular, which of all others apꝑears to be the moſt 
rational, and moſt conducive to true Happineſs. | 
And we do then promote the Intereſt of that 
particular Church, of which we are Members; 
not always when we are moſt loud and zealous in 
Extolling it, or in Reviling and. Railing againſt 
thole that diene from it: But when by a quiet 
and modeſt Behaviour, we contribute to the Peace 
and Tranquility of it; and by ſound Argument, and 
calm Reaſoning, e RIO to convince Gainſayers; 
to take off their Prejudices, and bring them over 
to it: W hen our Lives are agreeable. to its Rules, 
and we take care to conform our ſelves in Faith 
and Manners to its Doctrines and Precepts, as well 
as to its External Worthip and Government. It is 
then that we become true Patrons and Defenders 
of our Church, and take the moſt effectual Me- 
thod to eſtabliſh its Reputation, and Proſelyte Men 
to it. Our Adverſaries too often pals a Judg- | 
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eee 
ment upon it, from the Temper and Manners of 
thoſe that profeſs themſelves of ity Communion, 
and appear the moſt zealous for it: And let us 
boaſt never {6 long of being Members of the pureſt 
and beſt conſtituted Church in the World; yet 
what will all this ſignifie t6 it, while we want that 


Meckneſs, that Humility, that Charity and Good- 


nature, that Temperatice and Sobriety, and all 
thoſe other Graces which it recommends to us, and 
by which we ſhould recommend it to others? With- 
out theſe, our Profeſſion looks like a meer Cheat; 
and we do our Church the greateſt Injury imagin- 
able, by magnifying it to the higheſt degree, and at 
the fame time, by our diſſolute Lives and unchriſtian 
Practices, bringing a Scandal and Reproach upon it. 
(3.) As Countrymen, or Members of a certain 
Country; we are to ſeek the Intereſt and Happi- 
neſs of that particular Nation to which we belong, 
And this we may do, by following after thoſe 
things that make for the Peace and Tranquility, the 
Wealth and Honour of it; by doing what we can 
to heal thoſe Diviſions, and to compoſe thoſe un- 
happy Heats and Animoſities, that ace many times 
fatal and deſtructive to a People ; by a quiet Sub- 
miſſion to, and hearty Defence of, the Government 
under which we live; by a faithful and conſcien- 
tious Diſcharge of the ſeveral Publick Offices we 
are called to execute; by a proper and beco- 
ming Behaviour in our reſpective Stations; by 
7 011 | an 


F 


an honeſt and induſtrious Exerciſe of ſome lawful 
Calling and Employment; and more eſpecially by 
a zealous Endeavour to ſuppreſs Vice and Protane- 
neſs, and to promote and encourage the Practice 
of Piety and Religion; which, as Solomon obſerves, 
exalieth a Nation, or maketh it Great and Flouriſh- 
ing. Prov. 14. 34. By all theſe ways we may do 
much good to our Country, and become profitable 
Members of the Commonwealth, _ 
(a.) We may conſider our (elves yet in another 
Capacity, as private Friends and Neighbours ; and 
fo we are to ſeek the Wealth of all particular Per- 
ſons about us, or of all thoſe that it lies in our 
way to do good to; to be helpful and aſſiſtant to 
every Man according to our Power, and ready to do 
him any Kindneſs that we can. And as Man 1g 
compounded of a Body and a Soul, cachof em in 
this imperfect State, ſubject to many Wants and 
Infirmities, and ſtanding in need of the charitable 
Aſſiſtance of others; we are to contribute, as far as 
we are able, to the Happineſs and Welfare of them 
both. ET 5 5 ENS en oo a 
Our chicteſt Concern ſhould be for the Soul, 
the nobler and more excellent part of Man; the 
Good and Happineſs of which we are to ſeck by our 


kind Attempts to make it wiſer and herter; by in- 

ſtructing the Ignorant; by rebuking the Wicked 
and Prophane; by ſatify ing the Weak. and Doubt- | 
ful; by ſupporting the deſponding Soul; by 
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confirming and ſettling the Wavering, and Incon- 
ſtant ; 155 in a wr by the influence of a good | 
Example, by wholeſome Counſel: and Admoniti- 
ons, by Religious Conference and Diſcourſe, by 
Reproof, by Correction, by Exhortation, and 


by all other proper Methods, endeavouring to re- 
claim Men from a State of Tenorance and Vice, 


to a State of Wiſdom and Holineſs. He that does 
this, whatever the Succeſs of his Endeavour may 
be, Met diſcharge his Conſcience in this matter, 
26d deſerve the Reward and Character of a 
Friend and Benefactor to his Neighbour ; one who 
defires and does his utmoſt to promote and for- 
ward his Spiritual Wealth and Happineſs. 

And as for the Bodies of Men, we do then con- 
tribute to their Weltare and Happineſs, when 
do what we can to relieve their Wants; to ſup 
their Neceſſities; to eaſe their Pains, and 10 fer 
em from thoſe outward Preſſures arid AMidions 
they labour under ; by feeding the Hungry, 
cloathing the Naked, redeeming the Captive, ſet- 
ting the Priſoner at Liberty ; and by all other 
Acts of Kindneſs, by which we miniſter any thing 

to their Comfort and Support. 

My beſides the Good we may do the Souis and 
Bodies of Men; there are many other ways alſo 
of being bene neil to em, and contributing much 
to the rendring their Lives happy and comfoi ta- 
ble. As * aſſiſting em with our Advice and 


Coun- 
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Counſel in all difficult Emergencies, and direct- 
ing em how to manage their Affairs to the belt 
. ee by carrying our ſelves friendly and 
peaceably, reſpectfully and civilly towards em; 
by forgiving Injuries, and paſſing by Offences; by 
bearing with their Inſirmities; by reconciling 
Differences among Neighbours, deciding Quarrels 
and Diſputes, and endeavouring to promote Peace 
and Quietneſs, and a good Correſpondence be- 
tween em. All theſe are Actions that have a na- 
tural tendency to the preſent Felicity and Satis- 
faction of Men, and by which in our private 
Capacity, we may be very inſtrumental to the 
3 their particular Welfare and Tranqui- 
IIty. | 
Thus have I juſt hinted to you ſeveral of 
thoſe ways by which we may every one ſeck an- 
other's Wealth: From all which it appears, 
that there is no Man ſo low and deſpicable in 
the World, but it is in his Power to do good 
to others, and in ſome Inſtance or other, to be 
particularly ſerviceable and aſſiſtant to his Neigh- 
bour: So that he is without excuſe if he be not 


ſo. 


III. I proceed to the laſt thing I propoſed, vx. 
to offer ſome Motives to your Conſideration, to 
enforce the Practice of this Duty upon you: 
And theſe I ſhall reduce to theſe Three Heads. 

D Dix. 
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viz. the agrecableneſs of it, 1. To the Pritici- 
ples of Reaſon and Humanity. 2. To the Precepts 
of Chriſtianity. And 3. To the Rules of com- 
mon Policy and Prudence. 
(I. ) To ſeek. the Wealth of others, is agreeable to 
the Principles of Reaſon and Humanity, It iswhat 
Nature it ſelf does dictate and prompt us to; and 
which ſcems to have been work'd into our ve- 
ry Compoſition. So that if there were no ex- 
reſs Command for it, yet we ſhould find in our 
felves a certain Propenſity and Inclination to do 

good. And though Men too often ſtifle and 
quench, in a great meaſure, theſe Sparks of Good- 
neſs and Generoſity in their Natures ; yet they 
cannot be ſo entirely extinguiſhed, but that they 
will now and then break forth and. diſcover them- 
ſelves in ſome Inſtances or other: And we ſhall 
hardly meet with any one ſo ſelfiſh and ill- natur'd, 
as never to perceive in himſelf ſome ſecret diſpo- 
ſition to Acts of Kindneſs and Beneficence; as 
well as a certain Check upon his Mind, whene- 
ver he wilfully attempts any thing to the Hurt 
and Prejudice of another: Which is an Argu- 
ment that this is a very rational and becoming 
Duty, a Duty highly conſonant and agreeable 
to the very Frame and Conſtitution of our Be- 

ings. 

* this is ftill further evident from that in- 
ward Pleafure and Satisfaction Men find upon 
I their 
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their having done another a Kindneſs or been in- 
ſtrumental to his Happineſs. For Satisfaction does 


proceed from the agreement of any thing with 
our natural Frame and Temper, and chat Light 
and Reaſon we have: And therefore what is 
contrary to theſe, does uſually create us Trou- 
ble and Uneaſineſs. Nay Nature her ſelf has 
taught us to applaud and commend a generous 
Concern for the Good of others, where-ever we 
find it ; and there is a certain Delight we take 


in beholding the good Offices Men perform to one 


another: Which ſhews it to be perfectly agreea- 
ble to the DiGates of Right Reaſon,” and thoſe 
innate Principles of Love and Humanity, that we 
are born with. Becauſe whatever is not ſo, is 
uſually ungrateful and offenſive to the Mind ; as 
diſagreeable Objects are to the ſeveral Senſes of 
the Body. So that to be kindly affectioned one 
to another, to ſeek one another's Wealth and 
Happineſs, and to be ready to give our Aſſiſt- 

ance to thoſe that want it; is to act moſt be- 
coming our ſelves, and moſt agreeably to the 
Principles and Dignity of our Nature: Whereas 

the contrary Temper and Practice; the minding 
only our ſelves, and purſuing only our own In- 
tereſts, does fink us below the Rank of Mankind, 
and is Brutiſn and Unnatural. 
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(2.) To ſeek the Wealth and Felicity of o. 
thers, is conſonant allo to the Precepts of Chri- 
ſtianity. It is included in that genetal Command 
our Bleſſed Saviour, ſo frequently inculcated up- 
on his Diſciples, of loving one another. The 
Rule or Meaſure of which Love that he has pre- 
ſcrib'd to us, is, that it be ſuch as we ſhew to 
our ſelves; or in hisown Words, Thou fhalt love 
thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, Matt. 22. 39. And by 
conſequence we are obliged by this Rule, as well 
to take care of other Men's Concerns, and to 
promote their Intereſt, as our own. But beſides 
this general Law ; there are ſeveral particular and 
expreſs Precepts to this purpoſe, requiring us, 
as we have opportunity, to do good unto all Men, 
Gal. 6. 10. Jo be rich in good Works ; ready to 
dliſtribute; willing to communicate, or employ the 
Gifts we have to the Benefit of others, 1 Tim. G. 
18. Not to look on our own things, (or regard only 
our own private Advantage) but every Man (to look) 
on (and be concernd for) the things of others, 
Phil. 2. 4. and in the Text, Not to ſeek our own, 
but every one another's Wealth. Indeed there is 
hardly any one Duty either ſo frequently com- 
manded, or upon which a greater Streſs is laid in 
Scripture, than this of doing Good, and being 
ſolicitous for one another's Happineſs. And as it 
comes recommended to us in ſo particular a man- 
ner, and 1s by our Bleſſed Saviour made the very 

Badge 
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Badge and Character of his Diſciples, John 13. 
35. (for Love and good Works are inſeparable ;) 
We don't only act contrary to our Duty, when 
we are ſelfiſh, and have no regard to the Good 
of other Men; but I had almoſt {aid we are no 
Chriſtians; as wanting that peculiar Mark, by 
which the Diſciples and Followers of Chriſt ſeſus 
ſhould be diſtinguiſn d and known from the reſt of 
Mankind. = 
(3.) Laftly. To ſeek the Good and Benefit of 
others, is very conſiſtent with the Rules of com- 
mon Policy and Prudence: Inaſmuch as by do- 
ing good to them, we. do good to our ſelves ; 
and our generous Endeavours for the Welfare of 
our Neighbour, have commonly a happy Turn 
to our own: Advantage. For this is the ready way 
to immortalize our Names, and perpetuate our 
Memory ; to procure us the Eſteem and Good- 
will, the Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance of others 
in our Needs; and many other outward Com- 
forts: and Advantages that I have not time to 
mention. Beſides that inward Peace and Satis- 
faction of Mind, which the remembrance of our 
good Deeds does afford us; a laſting and a di 
rable Pleaſure , that will not, as all ſenſual 
Pleaſures do, preſently forlake and cloy ous ; 
but which will accompany us through the whole 
courſe of our Lives, and always remain grateful 
and delightfome as at firſt. Nay, this is the 
| 5 likelieſt 
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In 
likelieſt means to draw down the Bleſſings of 
Heaven upon our ſelves and upon our Poſterity ; 
and to procure us the Love and Favour of the 
Almighty. Ina word ; it 1s that which has 
the Promiſe of the good Things of this Life, 
and of an eternal and unſpeakable Reward in the 
next. And what greater Encouragement to pra- 
ctice the Duty, can we deſire or e pect, than that 
it 3 way ſo profitable and advantageous to 
us! TITS 
Thus have I gone over the ſeveral Things 1 
propoſed to ſpeak to from the Text, and {hall 
only crave your Patience, while I make a ſhort 
Application of what has been ſaid, to the Oc- 
caſion of our preſent Meeting. The Deſign of 
which is, to pay our humble Acknowledgments 
to Almighty God for the Liberal Education we 
have had ; to do an Honour to the School we 
were brought up in ; and to renew and keep 
up the Friendſhip and Acquaintance we contra- 
cted there. And I can think of nothing more 
ſuitable to theſe ſeveral Ends, than the Duty I 
have been recommending to you, of ſeeking every 
one another's Wealth, and ſtudying to be ſervice- 
able to one another, It is very certain that this ts 
the beſt Return we can make to God for his Fa- 
vour, the moſt pleaſing and acceptable Sacrifice 
we can pay him: Tis that which he expects 
* from us, and the very End of our Education. Fee 


oh TT 

And as for advancing the Honour and Repu- 
tation of our School, we cannot take a more ef- 
fectual Method for it, than by diligently anſwer- 
ing this great End "uf our being ſent thither, 
and letting the World ſee the many excellent 
Leſlons we have learnt there. Tis then that we 
do credit to our ſelves, and the place of our 
Education, when we "ee eminent in {ome- 
thing Great and Noble ; when we diſtinguiſh 
our ſelves by good and virtuous Actions, and 
are particularly uſeful and beneficial in the 
World. 

Nor does any thing more effectually anſwer 
that other End of our Meeting, the renewing 
and keeping up a Friendſhip and Acquaintance a- 
mongſt our ſelves, than this kind Concern and 
Endeavour for one another's Good. 'Tis the Ob- 
ſervation of a learned Man, that the very End of 
our affecting Society and Acquaintance, and ab- 
horring Solitude, appears to be, that we might 
have an opportunity of communicating, as well 
as receiving Benefits. And it is this readineſs to 
aſſiſt and do good to one another that is the 
grand Cement, as well as Mark and Character 
of true Friendſhip , without which we arc 
Friends in Name 5 Appearance only, and 
not in Deed and in Truth. The Life of Friend hip 
is in Action, and it is an Argument there never 
was any real Love between Perſons, or that 


it 
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is now quite decay d and dead, if they are not 
zealous and vigorous for each other's Hap- 
pineſs, 1 
It was doubtleſs the Intention of our pious. 
Founder, that our School ſhould be a Nurſery 
of Virtue and Goodneſs, as well as Learning; 
a place to fit and qualifie Youth for being ſer- 
viceable in the World, and where they might 
imbibe thoſe Principles, that ſhould, diſpoſe 
them to be ſo. And we baulk his great Deſign, 
if we don't direct our Thoughts and Endea- 
vours to this End. It is true, this is contrary 
to the general Practice of the Men of this Age, 
and that modiſh way of living, which, to our 
Shame, has ſo much prevailed amongſt us. We 
ſeem to live in that particular time, long ago 
foretold by the Apoſtle, in which Men ſhould 
be im moderate Lovers of their own ſelves, 2 Tim. 
3. 2. ſhould mind only their own Things, and 
have no regard to any one's elſe beſides. This is 
the Way and Temper of the much greater part 


of Mankind; whoſe exceſſive Fondneſs for them- 


ſelves, has in a manner ſwallow'd up all that 
Love and Concern they ſhould have for their 
Neighbours. While there is another ſort of 
Men, who neither ſeek the Good of others, nor 
their own ; whole whole Lite is one continued 
Scene of Vanity and Impertinence, and: who by 
the idle and extravagant Courſes they take, 
_ 
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4 * eee e mays, and OY 
„Nn ae cant and 
they can. 4 are not the be 
” wmples we ſhould ollen; ;» We haye thafe of 
Aerent Nature to take Pattern by. The B I. 
ſed Apoſtle, to whoſe Memory chi Ly is conſecra · 
ted, and from whom our Schaol ee its Name, 
has ſet us a much better Copy to tranſcribe. and 
imitate; who. ſpar d no Pains, nor declin d 
Danger that he miglit be, ſeryiceable to Wo 
b Wor - ivy Who; a8 he himſelf tells his Cori ilt- 
 thiaxs; could very gladly. ſpend, and be ſpent for 
them, 2; Cor; 12.15, and 7 5 it his Buſineſs to 
pleaſe all Men; not Seeking kr Own Profit, Hut 

the Profit of Many, 1 Cor, 16. 33. This is a. 
Noble inſtance of a brave and generous Tem- 
And methinks the very conſi ideratzon. that 
—2 Ew brought, up, in a. School that bears 
the Name of this great Apoſtle, . ſhould. have 
ſome Influence. upon us; ſhould inſpire: ſome- 
thing Great and Noble into us, and fire us 
with an Holy Ambition to ;mitafe his Publick- 
a Spirit, and to endeavour, like him, to be as 
| ſerviceable ; in our Generation as we can. But 
bleſſed be God, we have no necd to look 
back to former Ages for Inſtances of 8 
ſity and Beneficence. As much as the pre- 
5 1 Age is degenerated, it does yet. furni 54. 
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is now quite decay d and dead, if they are not 
zealous and vigorous for cach other's Hap- 
pineſs. | 
It was doubtleſs the Intention of our pious. 
Founder, that our School ſhould be a Nurſery 
of Virtue and Goodnels, as well as Learning ; 
a place to fit and qualifie Youth for being ſer-— 
viceable in the World, and where they might 
imbibe thoſe Principles, that ſhould diſpoſe 
them to be ſo. And we baulk his great Delign, 
if we don't direct our Thoughts and Endea- 
vours to this End. It is true, this is contrary 
to the general Practice of the Men of this Age, 
and that modiſh way of living, which, to our 
Shame, has ſo much prevailed amongſt us. We 
ſeem to live in that particular time, long ago 
foretold by the Apoſtle, in which Men ſhould 
be immoderate Lovers of their own ſelves, 2 Tim. 
3- 2. ſhould mind only their own Things, and 
have no regard to any one's elſe beſides. This is 
the Way and Temper of the much greater part 
of Mankind; whoſe exceſſive Fondneſs for them- 
ſelves, has in a manner ſwallowd up all that 
Love and Concern they ſhould have for their 
Neighbours. While there is another ſort of 
Men, who neither ſeek the Good of others, nor 
their own : whoſe whole Lite is one continued 
Scene of Vanity and Impertinence, and who by 
| the idle and extravagant Courſes they take, 
| o ſeem 
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an Honour, to be as inſignificant and uſe- 


ted, and from whom our Schaol derives its Name, 


has ſet us a much better Copy to tranſcribe and 
imitate; who ſpar d no Pains, nor declin d an 


World: Who, as he himſelf tells his Corin- 
thians, could wery gladly. ſpend and be ſpent for 


pleaſe all Men; mt, ſeeking his Own, Profit, but 


Noble inſtance of- a brave and generous Tem- 


pet. And wethinks the very confi ideration that 


we were brought up in a. School that bears 
the Name of this great Apoſtle, ſhould. have 
ſome Influence upon us; ſhould inſpire ſome- 


thing Great and Noble no us, and fire us 


K's 1 an Holy Ambition to ;mitate his Publick- 
Spirit, and to endeavour, like him, to be as 
ſerviceable ; in our Generation as we can. But” 


bleſſed be God, we have no need to look 


back to former Ages for Inſtances of - Genero- 
ſity and Beneficence. As much as the F ah 


s they. can. But theſe are not the 2 
amp bh we, ſhould follow: : We haye thafe of a 
diffrent. Nature to take Pattern by. The Bleſ⸗ 
{ed Apoſtle, to whoſe Memory this Day! is conſecra- 


them, 2; Cor, 12. 15. and made it his Buſineſs to 


the Profit of Many, 1 Cor, 10. 33. This is a. 
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With ß Bvin Exam pier g this Kine; 8d 
Vt can boaſt o *-Pekſorns of eminent Nan and 
Dignity both in Church and State, Whoſe 
Zeal for che Fabia Serbice and G0 6. OU 
chers, has made them the Grnaments f. ür 
Nation, as Well “Uf blur > Sthbol'? - Befides ö 
thers of a lower Rank, no lets remarkable in 
their Starions for. Klei hearty Endeavours to 
fomote tlie Good and HaPpiriels'” of Mar 
find. This 1s not 4 proper place for Pane! 
gyrick ; nor need 'T defcend- to Particulars * : 
Your" ſelves know. the Truth of what L fay : 
And all that 1 alf add further is, that we 
duight for the Glory of Cod, for "the Good 
of © Others, for the Credit of Our School, and 
for our Own particular Benefit and Advani 4 
to tread in their Steps, and copy after then. 
Fhetc "ſhould be a generous" Strife and Cen- 
tention between us, who can be moſt uleful, 
and do the moſt Good. We ſhould enden! 
vour to conquet that narrow ſtingy Spirit, .o 
common in the World, that looks only at 
its own. afid has no Ovticala: for other Mens 
Happines : And as by our Education, we are 
diſtinguiſhed from the Vulgar and Illiterate 
part of Mankind, and advancd above the com- 
mon Pitch; ' 1 we ſhould diſcover ſomething 


particularly Excdlent aboye them in our Tem- 
per 
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per and Converſation ; and in our ſeveral Sta- 
tions ſhould ſtrive to be uſeful to one ano- 
ther, and to all the World: Which as it has 
a natural Tendency to raiſe our Reputation 
here, ſo will it alſo entitle us to an eter- 
=” and unconceivable Weight of Glory here- 
ter. « | 
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